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Ask any Austinite about their favorite sport and you'll hear about everything from football to cycling. It's no secret that this
is a sports town. And we have the world-class facilities to prove it. That's why Austin has hosted events for almost every
sport you can think of, including: the Formula 1 United States Grand Prix, World Golf Championships–Dell Technologies
Match Play, X Games, Red Bull MotoGP Grand Prix of The Americas, AVP Beach Volleyball, Longhorn IronMan 70.3, USA
Volleyball Boys National Championships, NCAA Women's Swimming and Diving National Championships, the Davis Cup and
so many more. At the Austin Sports Commission, we're responsible for bringing these exciting events and more to Austin
while fueling the city's love of competition.

The Austin Sports Commission’s mission is to drive significant economic impact by attracting premier sporting events and
sports-related meetings to the greater Austin area, enhancing the quality of life for all residents. The Commission strives to
serve as a leader and central resource for youth and amateur sports initiatives throughout the region.

Events   Teams   Venues

About Visit Austin 
Visit Austin is charged with marketing Austin nationally and internationally as a premier business and leisure destination, thus
enriching our community's overall quality of life. Visit Austin devotes itself to promoting all the things in Austin that people are
already talking about. This city has a one-of-a-kind culture and universal appeal, and we want to make sure people know about
it.
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Austin Sports Commission
Bringing World-Class Sporting Events to

Austin, Texas

https://searchwideglobal.com/
https://searchwideglobal.com/
https://www.austintexas.org/sports-commission/venue-guide/
https://www.austintexas.org/sports-commission/featured-events/
https://www.austintexas.org/sports-commission/featured-events/
https://www.austintexas.org/things-to-do/sports/sports-teams/
https://www.austintexas.org/sports-commission/venue-guide/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLtK1ayODm8&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.austintexas.org%2F&source_ve_path=Mjg2NjY
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The Executive Director is responsible for leading the strategic growth, sales, and operational excellence of the Austin Sports
Commission. This role is pivotal in securing high-impact sporting events, building strong industry partnerships, and generating
measurable economic benefits for the Austin community. The Executive Director oversees business development, budget
management, event prioritization, and stakeholder engagement, ensuring alignment with the Commission’s mission and Visit
Austin’s organizational goals.

ESSENTIAL DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
Business Development & Sales 

Identify, solicit, and secure new sporting events and sports-related meetings through targeted outreach, industry
networking, and participation in local, national, and international tradeshows.
Lead the competitive bid process from initial proposal through event execution, ensuring each opportunity aligns with
economic impact, ROI, funding, operational feasibility, and long-term growth.
Develop strategies in partnership with professional sports franchises, universities, and venue operators to advance the
Commission’s objectives.
Cultivate and maintain strong relationships with event rights holders, ensuring responsive, service-oriented partnerships.
Consistently meet or exceed hotel room night production goals set by leadership.
Supervise and mentor the Sr. Sports Sales Manager to ensure team and departmental success.

Stakeholder & Board Engagement 
Build and maintain strong relationships with the ASC Board of Directors, city leadership, hotel partners, and sports venue
operators.
Ensure the Board operates in full compliance with bylaws, governance standards, and reporting requirements, providing
guidance to support transparency and accountability.

Financial Oversight & Funding
Manage the Sports Commission’s budget, identify supplemental funding opportunities, and lead sponsorship and
fundraising efforts.
Collaborate with state and city officials to secure Event Trust Fund support and communicate organizational priorities.
Partner with the TPID and its Board of Directors to secure support and align goals.

Marketing & Promotion 
Support marketing campaigns to maximize event attendance, media coverage, and hotel room generation.
Serve as a spokesperson for the Austin Sports Commission, engaging local, national, and international media to promote
Austin as a premier sports destination.
Lead creative strategy and content development for social media platforms, using storytelling, event highlights, and
engagement campaigns to strengthen brand presence.
Design and manage innovative event activations, including experiential elements like the F1 simulator, to increase brand
visibility and fan engagement.

Organizational Alignment & Special Projects 
Ensure compliance with all Visit Austin and ASC policies and procedures.
Advocate for the development and enhancement of local sports facilities by collaborating with public and private
stakeholders.
Support the Visit Austin Foundation’s annual Thanks Fore Giving event through planning, sponsorship outreach, and
execution.
Complete special projects as assigned by the President/CEO, Executive Vice President, or Vice President of Sales.

https://searchwideglobal.com/
https://searchwideglobal.com/
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John Brich
Global Head of Hotels & Resorts
SearchWide Global
info@searchwideglobal.com
Direct: 513.508.2809

If interested in learning more about this great opportunity, please send your
resume to our SearchWide Global Executive, John Brich.

SearchWide Global is a full-service executive search firm primarily for
companies in the travel, tourism and convention, and hotel and lodging

industries. We specialize in C-Level, Director and Management level executive
searches for companies ranging in size from Fortune 500 corporations to mid-

sized public and private companies. 

TOP PRIORITIES
Collaborate closely with the Sports Team and the full Visit Austin team to ensure alignment and
shared goals. 
Conduct a comprehensive listening tour that includes venues, hotels, fields, and parks. 
Hold individual meetings with members of the Sports Board of Directors to build relationships and
gather insights. 
Immerse fully in Austin’s culture and community to understand the destination’s identity and
strengths. 
Review past, current, and future sports meetings and events to assess performance and identify
opportunities.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS
Strategic sales leadership 
Analytical and competitive insight
Relationship-driven and collaborative
Sales operations oversight

Expertise in event and contract execution 
Polished communication and presentation skills 
Community-oriented and industry engaged 
Results-oriented and goal-focused

QUALIFICATIONS
A bachelor’s degree in Business, Marketing, Tourism, Hospitality, Sports Management, or a related field is preferred. 
3–5 years of experience in a Destination Marketing Organization (DMO); experience with a sports commission is highly
preferred.
Strong, established network within the sports industry and solid knowledge of Austin’s sports and hospitality landscape.
Demonstrated success in event acquisition, fundraising, and sponsorship development.
Excellent communication, negotiation, and relationship-building skills.
Experience collaborating with a Board of Directors and managing large-scale sporting events.
Highly organized with strong attention to detail and a results-driven mindset.
Strategic problem solver with a solutions-focused approach.
Professional presence and demeanor, representing Visit Austin and the Austin Sports Commission with credibility and
confidence.

https://searchwideglobal.com/
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